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EXEUNT THE ROMANOFFS 



RUSSIA is a victim of herd hysteria; 
a nation of mediaeval clowns with- 
out a leader, trying to establish a 
Utopia of the most "advanced'' modern 
ideas. For many years we have been fed 
up with the Russian myth, and the im- 
pression has been conveyed that the Rus- 
sians were a race of heroes, of idealists, of 
humane and athletic poets only awaiting 
the removal of the iron heel of the Tzar to 
lead the world in the arts of civilization. 

Out of the welter of Bolshevikism and 
the mob madness incident to the newly- 
found freedom there may yet arise a com- 
monwealth which might with propriety 
sit at a council-board of nations; but in 
the meantime we see only stupidity, in- 
efficiency, disorder, and national dishonor. 
Nor, except for the fact that a certain 
amount of discipline was maintained by 
the recent rulers of Russia, can we excul- 
pate them from the general indictment. 
Burke did not live to see Russia in the 
twentieth century, or he might not have 
made his celebrated statement to the ef- 
fect that you cannot indict an entire 
nation. 

According to the anonymous author of 
The Fall of the Romanoffs^'*' himself evi- 
dently in sympathy with the Tzar, the 
revolution was precipitated by a criminal 
and a fool: the chicanery of the infamous 
rascal, Rasputine, and the sinister folly, 
which is almost incredible, of the ex-Em- 
press Alexandra. 

The tale reads like the imaginings of a 
drug-fiend, and yet after all deductions are 
made for the irresponsible gossip which 
constantly buzzes around the backstairs of 

* The Fall of the Romanoffs. How the Ex-Empress and Ras- 
putine Caused the Russian Revolution. By the Author of 
Russian Court Memoirs. Henry Jenkins Limited, London, 1918. 
New York, E. P. Button & Co. 



palaces, there remains a record of crimi- 
nality, intrigue, superstition, and venality 
which bears an impress of authenticity. 

It almost transcends belief that in an 
age of airplanes and wireless, the ruler 
of 160,000,000 people should call in the 
services of spiritualistic mediums and 
consult them about affairs of State, but 
we are told that the spirit of Alexander 
III was invoked for that purpose, and 
that every proposed reform was submitted 
for the approval of the deceased Tzar. 
What can we expect from an uneducated 
peasantry when their university-bred 
monarch referred to a spiritual oracle the 
question of the birth of an heir to the 
throne? The Emperor was very disap- 
pointed, after the Empress had given 
birth to four successive daughters, that 
there was no male heir, and Alexandra 
actually had resort to a hypnotist to 
produce the desired result. While under 
hypnotic influence the Tzaritza was told 
that a male child was to be expected on a 
certain date, but that on no account was 
she to consult a regular practitioner. The 
expected day arrived but nothing hap- 
pened, and when the specialist was finally 
called in the Que^n was reported to be suf- 
fering from delusion. Two years afterward 
the Tzessarevitch Alexis was born pre- 
sumably without the intervention of any 
supernatural agencies. 

The Tzessarevna, who was the Princess 
Alix of Hesse, always retained her Ger- 
man sympathies, and much of the earlier 
Russian weakness in the war is attributed 
to her machinations. 

As an illustration of her attitude, the 
little Tzessarevitch is reported to have 
said: " I really don't know on whose side I 
am to be. When the Russians are beaten 
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Papa looks glum, and when the Germans 
are beaten, Mama cries/' 

By temperament she was cold and 
haughty, and repelled the supporters of 
the monarchy by her chilHng impassivity. 
Costly gifts were showered on the young 
couple at the time of their ascending the 
throne, but the Empress's manner was ex- 
tremely ungracious toward the representa- 
tives of the people who brought the pres- 
ents. She did not look at the gifts, se- 
lected with such love and devotion, but 
returned only a stony stare accompanied 
by. a few muttered monosyllables of per- 
functory thanks. The Tzar, it appears, 
was very charming and suave, and en- 
deavored to make up for his spouse's Ger- 
man manners, but the people heard only 
tales of the Queen's supercilious haughti- 
ness and the disdain she openly showed 
for the offerings of her subjects. 

The defect of Nicholas II was not lack 
of intelligence, but a want of will-power 
and self-reliance; and he gradually became 
subject entirely to the influence of his con- 
sort. Loving her, as he did, he trusted im- 
plicitly to her judgment and submitted all 
matters of importance to her will. If he did 
not do immediately what she wanted she 
threw herself into a fit of hysteria and 
thoroughly overawed the ill-fated sover- 
eign— in this respect she does not diff'er 
from many of the common, or house 
species of wife. 

Quos Deus Vult Perdere Dementat - 

Rasputine came to Petrograd in 1906, 
at a time when the Empress was taking a 
vivid interest in the church and clerical af- 
fairs. Thestaretz, or pilgrim, was supposed 
to be endowed with great hypnotic pow- 
ers, and Bishop Theophanus, knowing the 
vogue of hypnotism at the Imperial Court, 
brought the ''holy" man to Her Maj- 
esty's notice, while a lady of the court, 
Madame Vyrouboff*, who had already fall- 



en under the spell of Rasputine, sponsored 
the introduction. Thus entered the evil 
genius of the Romanoff^s, and by him the 
Empress was led, and through her, the 
Emperor, to their downfall. According 
to our unknown author, Gregory Ras- 
putine was a simple mujik (peasant), hail- 
ing from the village of Pokrovskoe near 
Tobolsk, in Siberia. His real patronymic 
was ''Novykh," but he and his kinsfolk 
had earned the surname of Rasputine, 
which in Russian means dissolute. The 
name stuck to them and, owing to the Si- 
berian custom, was inscribed on Gregory's 
passport. The record of his past was one of 
the worst imaginable. More than once he 
had been in prison for theft of horses, and 
he had been flogged for all kinds of dis- 
honesty. He was a drunkard, and his hcen- 
tious habits had made him the black sheep 
of the village. His profession was that of a 
driver, and this brought him into contact 
with all kinds of people. 

One day he had been driving a high 
church dignitary, who turned out to be the 
Bishop of Kazan, Alexis. The prelate en- 
tered into conversation with him, and was 
struck with the depth of his religious faith. 
This colloquy had a lasting influence on 
the mind of Rasputine. He returned to his 
village a changed man, abandoned his pro- 
fligate ways and, after a time decided to 
give up his work, consecrate himself to 
God and become a staretz. 

In Petrograd Rasputine estabhshed a 
cult of asceticism and claimed to have in- 
vented a special expedient for deadening 
the flesh. Women, including many ladies 
belonging to the aristocracy, soon flocked 
around him, and startling stories were 
repeated as to the length to which the 
dehcately-bred ladies would go. 

Rasputine's presence was a constant 
shock to the courtiers, who were offended 
by the mujik's uncouthness, coarse man- 
ners, greasy hair, and dirty hands with 





GREGORY RASPUTINE, THE DISSOLUTE PILGRIM, 
WHOSE BANEFUL INFLUENCE OVER THE 
TSARITZA CONTRIBUTED LARGELY TO THE 
DOWNFALL OF THE ROMANOFF DYNASTY 



THE EX-EMPRESS ALEXANDRA IN THE UNIFORM 
OF THE EMPRESS ALEXANDRA FEODOROVNa's 
REGIMENT OF LANCERS 



THE EVIL STARS OF THE ROMANOFFS 



The story of the relations oj this strangely assorted pair 
reads like the imaginings oJ a mediaeval Romancer 
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black-edged nails. We are told that 
whenever the Tzar sent the staretz away, 
the Tzessarevitch would fall sick through 
the administration of evil drugs by Ras- 
putine's agents; the recall of the pilgrim 
would then be demanded by the Empress, 
and of course the Heir would mysteri- 
ously recover. Thus Rasputine would be 
credited with another marvellous cure. 

At the favorite's residence in the Eng- 
lish Prospect there was constantly a het- 
erogeneous assemblage of visitors — ladies 
in rich furs and with diamond earrings, 
generals in full uniform, courtiers, states- 
men, merchants, actresses, adventuresses, 
oflficials and office-seekers — ^the latter en- 
deavoring to enlist the master's powerful 
support. Strange scenes occurred at his re- 
ceptions, and the following stories are 
vouched for by eye-witnesses: 

One day a good-looking young woman 
stood bashfully on the threshold of the 
room. Rasputine eagerly advanced to 
meet her, greeting her with incessant pats 
on the back, shoulder and hips. Return- 
ing with her to the principal room, where a 
titled lady sat ensconced in the corner of a 
sofa, he rudely pushed her aside with the 
words: "Get out of the way, fat cow." 
The lady obviously used to his boorish- 
ness, meekly submitted, rising without a 
word or sign of protest. 

Another time a young man of good fam- 
ily appeared accompanied by his very 
pretty wife. Without any ado, Rasputine 
kissed her, under the eyes of her husband, 
who looked on beaming with gratification. 

The staretz treated his women friends 
with scant ceremony, calling them by their 
christian names and hustling them about 
in the most impertinent manner, making 
use of their services in preference to those 
of servants. Princess S — generally carried 
in the huge samovar, which she could 
hardly lift, another lady brought in a tray 
with wine or refreshments. Rasputine 



called such treatment of fine ladies, "Puri- 
fying their spirit through humbling their 
pride.'' 

He was very dissipated and frequented 
the cafes and was wont to boast when 
drunk of his conquests of titled women and 
of his power over the Tzar and Tzaritza, 
calling the sovereigns familiarly by their 
first names: "Nichlas" and "Sascha"; 
and he sold openly positions and the favor 
of the Court. On one occasion he displayed 
the embroidery on his shirt, stating that it 
had been worked for him by a high-born 
lady attached to the Empress. The Im- 
perial Family was frequently flouted by 
the dirty monk and this incident is typical 
of many similar occurrences: 

It was Christinas time, and the Imperial 
Family were busily preparing to light the 
luxuriously decorated tree. A discussion 
arose about a suitable present for the 
staretz : an embroidered shirt, a new coat, 
or something for his household. Rasputine 
was expected, and the Empress would not 
have the tree lit until he appeared. The 
Commandant of the Palace had received 
no telephone message that the staretz had 
taken the train for Tzarskoe Selo. After a 
long wait the telephone was set ringing in 
all directions: the Police Prefect, the 
Minister of the Interior, the Director of 
the "^Okhrana" (safety-guard) were called 
up and apprised of Gregory's disappear- 
ance. At last a police agent discovered 
Rasputine in a private room of a well- 
known restaurant in 9, state of utter in- 
toxication and in the company of chorus- 
girls. The police agents pounced upon him, 
took him forcibly to the station, did every- 
thing they could to make him sober, for 
he must be brought to the Palace or the 
Christmas festival would be spoiled. Ar- 
rived in Tzarskoe Selo, Rasputine made a 
tremendous effort and entered the Im- 
perial presence, but the evening was 
nevertheless a failure, for never had the 



236 



THE LOTUS MAGAZINE 



indecorum of the '* saint'' been more 
apparent ! 

His misconduct was always explained 
as an attempt of the devil to cast a spell 
over him. 

The Assassination oj Rasputine 

Ultimately, however, the resentment in 
high circles against the ascendancy of the 
wretched miscreant grew so strong that 
concerted action was determined upon by 
a number of the aristocrats. The Sovereign 
had been abased in the eyes of the people 
and his Consort's association with Ras- 
putine sowed fatal seeds of ridicule and 
disgust in the army and among the people. 
A plan was even mooted by which the 
Tzar was to be induced to divorce the Em- 
press, but this was abandoned as it was 
evident that the Emperor put family af- 
fections above his duty to the country. 
Then the conspiracy which resulted in 
Rasputine's^ assassination was entered 
into, and three of the participants: The 
Grand Duke Dmitry Pavlovitch, Prince 
Felix Youssoupoff, junior, and M. Purish- 
kevitch tossed up as to who should fire the 
shot. Prince Youssoupofi" ''won," and the 
tale of the siibsequeiit tragedy is short and 
dramatic. 

The Prince decided to give a supper 
party on the night of December 1 6th, o/s, 
in the sumptuous apartment he inhabited 
in his fathers mansion on the Moika 
Quay. Ladies were present at the festivity, 
but except the three above-named partici- 
pants the names of the other guests have 
not been divulged. By some means Ras- 
putine, who had become very suspicious of 
late, had been decoyed into accepting an 
invitation to be present. Subsequently his 
daughter stated that her father had been 
very eager to go to the party. At a little 



past midnight the staretz was fetched in 
a motor by an elegant young man, sup- 
posed to be Prince Youssoupoff. A lady 
was waiting for them in the car. After 
revelling for some hours, during which 
the hbations had been very generous, 
when most of the guests had left, at about 
six in the morning, shots were heard com- 
ing from the Youssoupoff Palace. The 
police hurried up to enquire the reason of 
this. shooting, but were told that nothing 
was the matter, only a dog having been 
shot, and the corpse of a beautiful re- 
triever was found in the adjacent garden. 

It has been said that Prince Youssou- 
poff 's hand shook in aiming the pistol, and 
that his first shot missed, thus giving Ras- 
putine time to draw his revolver and fire, 
but as he was drunk he only succeeded in 
killing the dog. Purishkevitch then came 
to the rescue, and the general impression 
is that his shot delivered the country of 
Rasputine. A little later Rasputine's dead 
body was carried into a motor-car, which 
stood ready waiting before the palace- 
portal. Prince Youssoupoff stepped inside, 
M. Purishkevitch took the place of the 
chauffeur (the Grand Duke Dmitry Pav- 
lovitch had gone home), and they drove to 
the islands and threw the body into an 
ice-hole of the Nevka. 

This action was too late to save the 
dynasty, or the forces of the Revolution 
would have succeeded in any event, for 
shortly afterwards the Tzar was induced 
to abdicate by the Revolutionary Com- 
mittee. The country felt that the war had 
been carried on in a half-hearted way, 
without the vigorous energy required, and 
that was given as the reason why Nicholas 
II found no one to defend his throne, and 
why the insurgents met with practically 
no opposition. 

— H. McD. S. 



